Scottish Folds, things to know 



Scottish fold is a famous breed of cat, known for it's folded ears and it's large round eyes. These 
two characteristics give him a unique appearance similar to the appearance of an owl. Scottish folds 
have a long history with many black and white pages written for them. Their story started back in 
the 1960s, when the first Scottish fold named "Susie" was discovered in Scotland — Perthshire. 
Susie is the mother of this breed, all Scottish Folds today are Susie's descendants. 



History 




In 1960s in Pertshire there was a farmer who lived there, named William Ross. William apart from 

farmer was a cut fancier and he owned many cats. One day he noticed that a neighbour had a 
strange cat with her ears folded downwards and forward, falling in front of her head. He knew this 
trait was unique to this cat, so he managed to acquire one of Susie's kittens who shared this trait 
with her. Then, with the help of Pat Turner, a gene expert, he went on to create a knew breed. This 
breed has changed many names, today is know as Scottish Folds. 
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Genetics and Health 

All Scottish folds, expect some straights, share a genetic mutation that Susie had. This mutation is 
responsible for their folded ears. Unfortunately researchers have found that this mutation is also the 
cause of some serious health problems that Scottish fold have over their lifespan. The most common 
is OCD or osteochondrodysplasia. This is because the gene affects the cat's cartilages thought the 
body and not only the ears. The stronger the expression of the gene the more severe the OCD your 
cat will develop later in life. Furthermore, cats that have two copies of this gene will develop severe 
ocd and from as early as 6 months old! Such cats are born when two folded ear cats mate. To avoid 
such situations breeders nowadays mate only folded-unfolded cats. 
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These findings are the reason why some organizations have removed Scottish folds from their 
catalogues as a recognized breed. Yet, this mutation can be bred out with the help of selective 
breeding, but then Scottish folds will lose their unique trademark, which is the folded ears. Right 
now we are in an in between solution of mating folded-non-folded cats, in order to minimize the 
negative effects the gene has, without sacrificing the folded ears. 



Temperament and Personality 




Folded ears might be the trademark of this breed, but their personalities are exceptional as well. 
Scottish folds are among the cats who can socialize wherever they are, cat shows, parties, big 
families, small families, everywhere. They are extremely adaptable and a good option for families 
with other pets and small kids. Folds are also very well known as affectionate and loving 
companions who will never leave you alone when you are at home with them. They want some 
attention from time to time, but usually they are pretty happy just sitting somewhere near you. Last 
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but not least, Scottish folds are very intelligent, curious and playful making them a perfect friend for 
your kids and other pets who will definitely enjoy their company. 
-You will find more info on personality traits from this site: scottishfoldlove.com 

That was a small intro on Scottish folds and what they are about. More is comming ;) 



